The malaria epidemic in Antananarivo observed from Pediatric Service "A" of the Befelatanana General Hospital.
A recent malaria epidemic striking Antananarivo, the capital city of Madagascar, is shown from hospital records of Pediatric Service "A" of the Befelatanana General Hospital. From 1980 to 1988 malaria cases in this hospital service increased from 0.9% to 14.4% of all admissions (on average 1785 per year). The unexpected expansion is observed in 1984, 1985 and 1986 and since that time malaria has apparently maintained a stable endemic level. Malaria mortality as a proportion of general mortality in the service followed a parallel course but the case fatality rate remained constant during the whole period, in spite of the progressive increase of cerebral malaria (coma) cases. Hospitalized malaria children came mainly from Western and Southern urban and periurban areas of Antananarivo, more rarely from the central areas, the hilly zone, the North and the East of the city.